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THE BEST part of 1917 was passed by Gandhi in Champaran. But he
had to attend to several other things besides. In the middle of the
year plague broke out in Kochrab, where his ashram was situated.
The environment was not to Gandhi's liking. He wanted the ashram
at a safe distance both from town and village, and yet at a manage-
able distance from either. The plague, Gandhi felt, was sufficient
notice to quit Kochrab. With the help of a merchant friend, Gandhi
secured in June a suitable land on the bank of the Sabarmati river.
Its vicinity to the Sabarmati jail was for Gandhi a special attraction.
There was no building on the land and no tree. Its situation and
its solitude were inviting. The inmates decided to start by living
under canvas and having a tin shed for a kitchen till permanent
houses were built. The extensive plot of ground measuring about
twenty acres which had been a waste land was infested with snakes.
The general rule was not to kill them. The ashram was managed by
Maganlal as Gandhi was preoccupied with national problems.
Tilak, Mrs. Besant and Gandhi were in great prominence. The
political slogan everywhere was Home Rule. The triumvirate was at
the head and heart of national life. New life began to pulsate.
Tilak toured extensively and he delivered inspiring speeches in
Calcutta, Delhi, Mathura, Nagpur, Akola, Godhra, Surat, Dhulia,
Sholapur and other places. His message was: "Be prepared to say
that you are a Home Ruler. Say that you must have it and I dare say
when you are ready, you will get it. I believe by that faith you will be
able to realize your object within a year or two." He went to the
masses, spoke to the students, workers and peasants.
In March 1917 the Government of India issued a circular to local
governments outlining the policy to be pursued with regard to the
Home Rule agitation. Students were prohibited from attending
meetings where Home Rule was likely to be discussed. The authori-